The Grand Tour of Bulgaria and Serbia 
(14 days)
1st day \ SOFIA 
Arriving in Sofia, meet the guide, who will be with you for the duration of your stay in Bulgaria. Accommodation in hotel. Half board.
2nd day \ SOFIA
Breakfast. City tour of Sofia: Church of St. Sofia, Church of St. George,  Aleksandar Nevski Memorial Cathedral: the wonderful building rises gloriously in the centre of the town. Officially opened in 1912, in honor of the 200.000 Russian warriors died in the liberation war. Visit the National Museum of History and the Boyana Church (UNESCO). The small church is an unique example of the medieval church architecture in the Balkans. The building was erected and then three times repaired in different historical periods, in fact it is constructed at the end of X century, but it undergoes its first change in XIII and the second in XIX century. What really make it special are its frescos on the interior. Because the technique by which are made the oldest ones (XIII century) and especially because of the sketch form of the perspective are considered to be predecessors of the stylistic innovative thematic of the large Italian painting. Full board.
3rd day \ SOFIA – ZEMEN – RILA – SOFIA (280 km) 
Breakfast. Departure for Zemen Monastery: founded in the XIV century, the Monastery of Zemen is located 76 km from Sofia on the River Struma. It is a Church that, from architectural point of view, is an absolute exception in the panorama of the Balkan Middle Ages. The iconographic part not follow the rules in painting for that period: the paintings that houses continue the tradition of the pre-iconostastic period of the Art Orthodoxy of Orient. Departure for the magnificent Rila Monastery - the most important monument of the Orthodox faith in the Balkans (UNESCO). Founded in the X century, this monastery was, for centuries, an important cultural landmark of the country and a major center of Orthodox Christianity. Back to Sofia. Full board.
4th day \ SOFIA – BACHKOVO – PLOVDIV (170 km)
Breakfast. Departure for Bachkovo Monastery: the second for importance after Rila Monastery. Bachkovo Monastery was founded in 1083 by the Byzantine millitary commander, Grigorij Bakuriani and his brother. It is an important monument of Christian architecture and one of the largest and oldest Eastern Orthodox monasteries in Europe. The monastery is known and appreciated f or the unique combination of Byzantine, Georgian and Bulgarian stiles. Arrival in Plovdiv - Bulgaria's second most important city, preserves the undying values of its six millennial long history. Visit the center: the Main Square, the remains of the old Roman stadium, built between II and III century BC. Back then it could gather about 30 000 persons, the Mosque. Visit the old town situated on “Nebet Tepe” hill which includes: the Ethnographic Museum,  the Church of S.S. Kostantino and Elena, the roman Theatre. Accommodation in hotel. Full board.
5th day \ PLOVDIV – STAROSEL – KOPRIVSHTIZA – KAZANLAK (200 km)
Breakfast. Departure for Starosel. Visit the Thracian Temple Complex in the Chetinyovata Mogila, at a distance of 4 km from the village of Starosel, was found in 2000. This is the oldest ever found royal Thracian complex with a mausoleum. It dates back to the end of 5th and the beginning of 4th century BC. Departure for Koprivshtiza, one of the Bulgharian towns that have the best preserved architectural heritage. Its shelters are almost 400 untouched buildings of the Bulgarian National Revival period. It seems that the time has stopped there, especially because it is still flecked with the rythms and traditions of the country life. It was one of the centers of the April Uprising in 1876 against the Ottoman occupation. Koprivshtitsa is one of the characteristic Bulgarian towns, still preserving the atmosphere of the Bulgarian National Revival period of the 19th century. Visit the historical center of this city, which hosts some of the most beautiful historic houses throughout Bulgaria. Even today, there are over sixty of these houses, built between 1700 and 1800. Visit the Church of the Virgin (Uspenie Bogirodichino) and two houses – museum. Continuing to Kazanlak. Accommodation in a hotel. Full board.
6th day \ KAZANLAK – ARBANASSI – VELIKO TARNOVO (100 km)
Breakfast. Visit Kazanlak - the capital of the Rouses valley. The region around Kazanlak has been inhabited for thousands of years, with traces of civilization going as far back as 2.000 BC. Visit the important Thracian Burial: in the 4th century BC, near the ancient Thracian capital of Seuthopolis and close to the city, a magnificent Thracian tomb was built. Consisting of a vaulted brickwork "beehive" tomb, it contains, among other things, painted murals representing a Thracian couple at a ritual funeral feast. The tomb was declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1979.  Continuing to Arbanassi, situated near Veliko Tarnovo. Visit the medieval church of "Nativity", famous with its magnificent interior murals and the house-museum Kostanzaliev. This large building was built in the XVIII century by a wealthy merchant. Visit Veliko Turnovo, the medieval capital of Bulgaria. The houses, stacked one above the other, situated on the sloppy hills of the town show a remarkable, unique architectural style. Visit the centre: Tzarevez Architectural and Museum Reserve and Assenova Mahalà district. 
7th day \ VELIKO TARNOVO – TROYAN – BELOGRADCHIK – VIDIN (350 km)
Breakfast.  Departure to Troyan Monastery, dating from XVI century AD, is considered the most famous works of the great Bulgarian painter Zahari Zograf. Important political and cultural center of the Renaissance, was the host of the revolutionary committees of the national hero Vasil Levski. Departure for the city of Belogradchik is situated on the Western part of Balkan Mountains and laid out in a country side renowned with its rugged shapes, which predominate in the scenery. They are consequence of a unique for Bulgaria natural phenomenon. It represents a series of rock towers, propped up to each other, making some kind of natural defense to the settlement. Some parts of these big rock relieves been used for the walls of the homonymous fortress of the borough. Arrival in the city of Vidin. Visit the most interesting thing in the old town: the Baba Vida Fortress. The first building dates from the III century AC, but the whole fortress was changing its appearance during the centuries and mostly during the Turkish slavery: the fortress has a square shape and nowadays it is still surrounded with a deep moat and strong fortress walls It was at that period when it acquired its present look. Accommodation in a hotel. Full board.
8th day \ VIDIN – FELIX ROMULIANA – NISH (200 km)
Breakfast. Departure for Serbia. At the border meet the guide, who will be with you for the duration of your stay in Serbia. In the vicinity of Gamzigrad lie the ruins of a huge Roman complex called Felix Romuliana, one of the largest and best preserved monuments of Roman architecture in Europe. It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site of Serbia located south of the Danube river, the main area covers 40 000 m2. Early explorers believed the ancient ruins to have been a Roman military camp, because of their size and numerous towers. Systematic archaeological excavations conducted since 1953 revealed that the site was, in fact, an Imperial palace. Arrival in the city of Niš: the largest city of southern Serbia and third-largest city in Serbia after Belgrade and Novi Sad. Visit the Imperial villa at Mediana - is an important archaeological site located close by. In 364 Mediana was the site where Valentinian and Valens met and divided the Roman Empire and ruled as co-emperors. Visit the Skull tower considered a national monument in Serbia. It was created by the turks many centuries ago. They took captured soldiers skulls and embedded them in the tower. This horrific monument was built along the road to Constantinople, as a warning to anyone rising against the Ottoman Empire. Accommodation in a hotel. Full board.
9th day \ NIS – LJUBOSTINA – ZICA – KRALJEVO (160 km)
Breakfast. Visit the Concentration camp of Nis: the concentration camp located in the district of Crveni Krst (Red Cross) is one of the few fully preserved fascist camps in Europe. Even today, it provides authentic testimony to the perils of the Serbian, Romani, and Jewish population, communists, numerous supporters of the liberation movement and partisans, who were incarcerated here during the German occupation of Serbia (1941-1945). Departure to visit the Woman's Monastery  Ljubostinja, founded by Princess Milica, wife of Pirnce Lazar, who died in the famous battle of Kosovo Polje in 1389. Visit the Monastery Zica in the outskirts of Kraljevo built between 1208 and 1219. It was the first seat of the Patriarchate of Serbia. Its main features are the church of bright red and the plant to form a cross. It belongs to the Raska school of art-the oldest of Serbia. Accommodation in a hotel. Full board.
10th day \ KRALJEVO – STUDENIZA – SOPOCANI – KRALJEVO (250 km)
Breakfast. Visit of the Monastery of Studenica, UNESCO World Heritage since 1986. It is one of the largest and richest Serb Orthodox monasteries. It was built by Nemanja, the founder of the medieval Serbian state. The monastery is best known for its collection of frescoes of the XIII and XIV century in Byzantine style. Visit the Sopocani Monastery, which is in UNESCO list from 1979. It was built in the second half of the 13th century, in the region of Raska by Stefan Uros-the King of Serbia. It became the mausoleum of the royal family. The frescoes in the church with three wings, reminiscent of Western architectural forms are among the best examples of European painting in the 13th century.  Return to Kraljevo. Full board.
11th day \ KRALJEVO - RAVANICA - MANASTIJA - VIMINACIUM - BELGRADE (320 km)
Breakfast. Departure to visit the Monastery Ravanica, a fine example of the Morava school with significant frescoes, including those representing the founder King Lazarus, his wife Milica and sons Stefan and Vukan. Visit the Manasija Monastery, near Despotovac. In the first half of the 15th century, the monastery was a haven for artists and writers who fled Kosovo after the Ottoman invasion. Departure to visit the archaeological site Viminacium Founded in the 1st century on the banks of Mlava, a tributary of the Danube, Viminacium was the most important Roman city in the northern province of Moesia. During the campaign of "Dacia" (101-106), the Emperor Trajan gathered the legions here and established his headquarters in the city. According to the customs of the time, the city hosted a rich Domus, temples, theaters, public baths, amphitheater and public buildings. Arrival in Belgrade. Accommodation in a hotel. Full board.
12th day \ BELGRADE
Breakfast. Belgrade (Beograd) is the capital of Serbia, and has a population of around 1.6 million. It is situated in South-Eastern Europe, on the Balkan Peninsula, at the confluence of the Sava and Danube rivers. It is one of the oldest cities in Europe and has since ancient times been an important focal point for traffic, an intersection of the roads of Eastern and Western Europe. Visit the historic part of the capital - the bohemian quarter Skadarlija with old-style buildings of Serbia and the Balkans, it was as the residence of Princess Ljubica, the donation of Captain Misa, the Dositej School, the Cathedral, the Mosque Bajrakli Dzamija. Visit of the temple of Saint Sava, the largest Orthodox church in the Balkans. Evening walk in the center to admire the Palace of Parliament, the Government, the Kalemegdan - the great Roman fortress, situated at the confluence of the Sava and Danube. Accommodation in a hotel. Full board.
13th day \ BELGRADE – FRUSKA GORA – NOVI SAD - BELGRADE (190 km)
Breakfast. Trip to Sremski Karlovci, a magnificent building, which houses the headquarters of the Patriarchate. The town is located near Fruska Gora National Park. In this park are the highest in Europe linden trees and 700 species of herbs in addition to the seventeen monasteries of great historical and cultural significance. Visit the Monastery of  Krusedol, and the Monastery of Novo Hopovo. Visit the city of Novi Sad, called the "Gibraltar of the Danube." The Petrovaradin fortress is one of the most famous castles in Europe. It was founded by the Romans conquered the Celts, Huns, Avars, Slovenes succeeded in passing this eternal land and conquest. The complex covers 12 acres and has 4 underground floors and 16 km of tunnels. Return to Belgrade. Full board.
14th day \ BELGRADE – DEPARTURE
Breakfast. Transfer to airport and departure.
	TOUR OF BULGARIA AND SERBIA 

14 days
net quote valid until October 2012

	
	Min. 14 pax
	Min. 12 pax
	Min. 10 pax
	Min. 8 pax
	Min. 6 pax

	Per person in DBL/FB
	
	
	
	
	

	Supplement for SGL
	

	Free
	1 for minimum 6 paying tourists in a double room

	Supplement for drinks
	3 € per person for a meal (1\4 wine, beer or soft drink)

	The price includes
	Transport by air-conditioned bus or mini bus (approximately 2800 km); English speaking guides during all tour (19 days in total), Full board including 1\2 l. mineral water (17 lunches, 18 dinners), entrance fees, meals and accommodation for the guides and driver; customs fees and tolls; parking, 

	The price does not includes
	Flight and airport taxes, insurance, other drinks, tips, porterage, extras and anything not specifically mentioned in "The price included"

	Planned hotels
	SOFIA: Princess 4* (or sim.) http://www.sofia-princess-hotel.com/
PLOVDIV: Princess Trimonzium 4+* (o sim.) http://www.princess-trimontium.com/
KAZANLAK: Palas 3+*  (or sim.) www.hotel-palas.com
VELIKO TARNOVO: Bolyarski 4* (or sim.) www.bolyarski.com
VIDIN: Anna Kristina 3+* (or sim.) http://anna-kristina.dir.bg/indexen.html
NISH: Best Western MyPlace 4* (or sim.) http://www.bestwestern.at/hotels/index_hotel.php?id=95
KRALJEVO: Crystal 4* (or sim.) http://www.hotelcrystal.rs
BELGRADE: Life Design 4* (or sim.) http://www.lifedesignhotel.rs

	Supplement  for a 5 * hotel in Sofia
	Hotel Arena di Serdica 5* http://www.arenadiserdica.com/  22 € p.p. For night

Hotel Radisson Blue Sas 5* 25 € p.p. For nigh

	Note
	The order of the excursions can be variations for technical reasons


EXTENSION  
(8 days\7 nights)
1\ BELGRADE – SARAJEVO (380 km)
Breakfast. Departure for Bosnia and Herzegovina. Arrival to Sarajevo. Accommodation in a hotel. Full board.

2\ SARAJEVO
Breakfast. Full day touring in Sarajevo: walk along the Baščaršija, Sarajevo’s exotic old town dating from the mid-15th century. Beginning in Sebilj Square the tour highlights important historic sites, including visits to Gazi Husrev Begova Mosque (1530), the heart of Islamic culture in the Balkan peninsula, the Orthodox Church (1540), the National Library, the Jewish Temple and Museum, the Catholic Cathedral and the 1914 Museum about the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand on the Latinska Cuprija Bridge. the ‘War Tunnel’ Museum, the sole supply and transit pipeline for Sarajevo during the siege of 1992-1995 - all food, medicine, and people came through this vital conduit.

3\ SARAJEVO – MOSTAR – DUBROVNIK (290 km)
Breakfast. Departure to Mostar: visit the historic town of Mostar, spanning a deep valley of the Neretva River, developed in the 15th and 16th centuries as an Ottoman frontier town and during the Austro-Hungarian period in the 19th and 20th centuries. Mostar has long been known for its old Turkish houses and Old Bridge, Stari Most, after which it is named. In the 1990s conflict, however, most of the historic town and the Old Bridge, designed by the renowned architect Sinan, was destroyed. The Old Bridge was recently rebuilt and many of the edifices in the Old Town have been restored or rebuilt with the contribution of an international scientific committee established by UNESCO. The Old Bridge area, with its pre-Ottoman, eastern Ottoman, Mediterranean and western European architectural features, is an outstanding example of a multicultural urban settlement. The reconstructed Old Bridge and Old City of Mostar is a symbol of reconciliation, international co-operation and of the coexistence of diverse cultural, ethnic and religious communities. Continuing to Croati. Accommodation in a hotel. Full board.

4\ DUBROVNIK
Breakfast. Full day tour in Dubrovnik: The 'Pearl of the Adriatic', situated on the Dalmatian coast, became an important Mediterranean sea power from the 13th century onwards. Although severely damaged by an earthquake in 1667, Dubrovnik managed to preserve its beautiful Gothic, Renaissance and Baroque churches, monasteries, palaces and fountains. Damaged again in the 1990s by armed conflict, it is now the focus of a major restoration programme co-ordinated by UNESCO. 
5\ DUBROVNIK – KOTOR – DUBROVNIK  (180 km)
Breakfast. Departure to Montenegro. Visit of Kotor, which is located in the Bay of Kotor - UNESCO protected area. The wealth of historical monuments - the cultural witness for the passage of different civilizations, cultures and styles from prehistoric times to the Baroque. Among the most significant monuments of the old town is definitely the Cathedral of "St. Tryphon". It was consecrated in 1166 and  there are the remains of the saint from 809. Visit the church "San Luca" (13th century), "St. Anna" (12th century), church "Santa Maria" (13th century). There can be seen also see the Rector's Palace (12th century), the Napoleon Theatre (19th century) and the beautiful squares, which are a meeting place for bands passing through town. Afternoon continue to Perast, located in the inner basin of the Bay of Kotor and a boat trip to the islands of Perast. The island is a home to a Benedictine abbey "St. George" in 1166. During the Middle Ages it was an important center of cultural exposure, and the island where is the sanctuary of Our Lady and the chisel of the 17th century. Arriving in Perast belonged to the Republic of Venice until 1797. Return to Dubrovnik. Full board.

6\ DUBROVNIK – SPLIT (240 km) 
Breakfast. Departure to Split an half day tour. The ruins of Diocletian's Palace, built between the late 3rd and the early 4th centuries A.D., can be found throughout the city. The cathedral was built in the Middle Ages, reusing materials from the ancient mausoleum. Twelfth- and 13th-century Romanesque churches, medieval fortifications, 15th-century Gothic palaces and other palaces in Renaissance and Baroque style make up the rest of the protected area. Accommodation in a hotel. Full board.

7\ SPLIT – ZAGREB (400 km)
Breakfast. Departure to Zagreb: named “the city with a million hearts”, for the million inhabitants that it shelters, Zagreb is the most important city of the Republic of Croatia and is his financial and cultural capital. Ideally placed between the Mount Medvednica and the Rio Sava. Walk along the suggestive old town of Zagreb, happening for the Gornji grad (High City) – of narrow streets and with two doors of access, as the famous Door of Stone – where you will find all kinds of historical buildings, as the Church of San Marcos, the Museum of the city of Zagreb and the spectacular Palace Klovic. Accommodation in a hotel. Full board.
8\ ZAGREB - DEPARTURE
Breakfast. 
	EXTENTION BOSNIA HERZEGOVINA, CROATIA AND MONTENEGRO
net quote valid  from May 31th to June 15th

	
	Min. 14 pax
	Min. 12 pax
	Min. 10 pax
	Min. 8 pax
	Min. 6 pax

	Per person in DBL/FB
	1'240 € 
	1'320 € 
	1'440 €
	1'670 €
	1'950 €

	Supplement for SGL
	195 €

	Free
	1 for minimum 6 paying tourists in a double room

	Supplement for drinks
	4,5 € per person for a meal (1\4 wine, beer or soft drink)

	The price includes
	Transport by air-conditioned bus or mini bus (approximately 1900 km); English speaking guides during all tour (8 days in total), Full board including 1\2 l. mineral water (7 lunches, 7 dinners), entrance fees, meals and accommodation for the guides and driver; customs fees and tolls; parking, 

	The price does not includes
	Flight and airport taxes, insurance, other drinks, tips, porterage, extras and anything not specifically mentioned in "included"

	Planned hotels
	SARAJEVO: Hollywood Hotel 4* (or sim.) http://www.hotel-hollywood.ba/
DUBROVNIK: Hotel Splendid 3* (or sim.) http://www.dubrovnikhotels.travel/hotel-splendid-dubrovnik
TROGIR (SPLIT): Trogir Palace 4* (or sim.)  www.trogir-palace.com
ZAGREB: Arcotel Allegra 4* (or sim.) http://www.arcotelhotels.com/en/zagreb_hotels

	Note
	The order of the excursions can be variations for technical reasons


